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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of Claims: 

Claims 13-32 are pending in this Office Action. 
Claims 1-12 are cancelled. 
Claims 13-32 are new. 

The objection to the title is withdrawn based on applicant's amendment. 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed in the amendment filed on 4/22/2009 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. The reasons set 
forth below. 

Applicant's invention as claimed: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 3, 1 5-1 9 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ralston et al. (US 6842773) in view of Wilson (US 2004/0015554). 
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As per claim 13, (New) Ralston discloses an email delivery system (Ralston, 

figure 1 "mail system 112" and column 3 lines 60-61), comprising: 

a terminal station accommodated in a first communication network (Ralston, 

figure 1 "user 116" and column 3 lines 60-62), the terminal station configured to receive 

emails from senders transmitted via the first communication network (Ralston, figure 1 

"Internet 108" and column 3 lines 54-56, 60-65); 

the terminal station further configured to receive identification information 
from a transmitting apparatus of a respective sender responsive to a user 
registration request, the transmitting apparatus accommodated in a second 
communication network (Ralston, column 3 lines 40-44); the terminal station 
further configured to transmit the received identification information of the 
respective sender over the first communication network (Ralston, column 3 lines 
40-44); and 

a relay apparatus configured to receive the identification information of the 
respective sender transmitted from the terminal station over the first 
communication network, and store the received identification information in 
association with an email address of a user of the terminal station (Ralston, 
figure 2 "approved list 116", column 4 lines 58-67, column 5 lines 1-3); 

the relay apparatus further configured to receive all emails forwarded from 
the second communication network to the first communication network (Ralston, 
figure 1 "mail system 112" and column 3 lines 45-48); and 
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the relay apparatus further configured to forward to the terminal station 
only those emails that include the identification information stored by the relay 
apparatus in association with the email address of the user of the terminal station 
(Ralston, column 4 lines 55-65). 

Ralston reference does not explicitly teach that the relay apparatus controls the 
terminal station to register the email address of the user of the terminal station as a 
recipient email address at the transmitting apparatus of the sender identified with the 
identification information. 

However, Wilson reference discloses an email system that notifies user of an 
email from an unknown sender and prompts the user for his decision whether to receive 
that email (Wilson, page 3 [0028] and page 7 [0087]). 

It would have been obvious to the person having ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made, to have modified the Ralston email system to prompt for 
user's response in deciding whether to receive messages from senders not currently on 
the list, in order to automate the process of entering new sender into a list of allowed or 
blocked senders without extra effort from the user and therefore register that the user's 
email is the recipient of that sender. 

As per claim 15, (New) Ralston in view of Wilson teaches the email delivery 
system according to Claim 13, wherein the identification information of the respective 
sender is a prescribed number of characters that begin an email address of the 
respective sender (Ralston, column 6 lines 5-7 and column 20 lines 38-31, Wilson, page 
7 [0082] 'postmaster' or 'route'). 
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As per claim 16, (New) Ralston in view of Wilson teaches the email delivery 
system according to Claim 13, wherein the identification information of the respective 
sender is configured as a prescribed number of characters that end an email address of 
the respective sender (Ralston, column 5 lines 4-5 "domains"). 

As per claim 17, (New) Ralston in view of Wilson discloses the email delivery 
system according to Claim 13, wherein the transmitting apparatus of the respective 
sender is a plurality of transmitting apparatuses of a plurality of respective senders each 
having different identification information (Ralston, column 3 lines 40-44), 

the terminal station further configured to prompt a user of the terminal 
station to select one of the plurality of respective senders for whom identification 
information is received (Ralston, column 4 lines 66-67, column 5 lines 1-3), and 

the terminal station further configured to transmit the identification 
information of the one of the plurality of respective senders to the relay apparatus 
in response to selection by the user of the one of the plurality of respective 
senders (Ralston, column 3 lines 40-44, column 4 lines 66-67, column 5 lines 1- 
3). 

As per claim 18, (New) Ralston in view of Wilson teaches the email delivery 
system according to Claim 13, wherein the relay apparatus is further configured to 
control the terminal station to provide a user interface (Ralston column 3 lines 51-54) to 
transmit the identification information to the relay apparatus, and the relay apparatus is 
further configured to receive the identification information transmitted in response to a 
user input received via the user interface (Ralston column 3 lines 54-56). 
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As per claim 19, (New) Ralston in view of Wilson discloses the email delivery 
system according to Claim 18, wherein the relay apparatus is further configured to 
transmit to the terminal station a file, written in a prescribed language, the file describing 
procedures to provide the user interface and to cause the terminal station to forward the 
identification information to the relay apparatus in response to receipt of the user input 
(Wilson, page 7 [0087] "pop-up window... prompt user to decide..."). 

As per claim 24, (New) Ralston in view of Wilson discloses the email delivery 
system according to Claim 13, wherein the identification information comprises a 
registration screen, and 

the terminal station is further configured to provide the registration screen 

in a user interface to prompt for transmittal of the identification information to the 

relay apparatus (Wilson, [0087] "a pop-up window"), and 

the relay apparatus is further configured to receive an identifier of the 

terminal station and a delivery permission request transmitted in response to a 

user input to the registration screen received via the user interface (Wilson, 

[0087] "block the sender's address"). 

4. Claims 14 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ralston et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6842773) in view of Wilson (U.S. Patent Application 
Publication No. 2004/0015554) as applied to claim 13 above, and further in view of 
common knowledge in the art. 

As per claim 14, (New) The email delivery system according to Claim 13. 
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Ralston and Wilson do not explicitly disclose that the identification information of 
a sender is assigned in the second communication network to identify a sender of an 
email. However, it was commonly known in the art that the sender's email address as 
specified and used as sender's identification in both Ralston and Wilson references are 
assigned in the sender's own network and not in the receiver's network. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to the person having ordinary skill in the 
art, at the time the invention was made to have assumed that the sender's email 
address was assigned to the sender by the sender's network in order to conform to the 
existing email system without additional effort. 

As per claim 22, (New), Ralston in view of Wilson discloses the email delivery 
system according to Claim 13. 

Ralston and Wilson do not explicitly state wherein on receiving the identification 
information transmitted from a terminal station, the relay apparatus determines whether 
to allow the user of the terminal station to make use of the relay apparatus itself, only in 
the case of allowing the user, the relay apparatus obtains an email address of the user, 
and stores the obtained email address corresponding to the identification information 
transmitted from the terminal station. 

However, it was commonly known in the art at the time of the invention that any 
mail system such as used in Ralston reference (Ralston column 3 lines 45-67) requires 
a login by the user of such terminal before he can access his emails. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to the person of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
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invention was made, to have included a user login page prompted by the terminal in 
Ralston email system for the security and privacy purposes. 

5. Claims 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ralston et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6842773) and Wilson (U.S. Patent Application 
Publication No. 2004/0015554) as applied to claim 19 above, and further in view of 
Mathuretal. (US 6581072). 

As per claim 20, (New) The email delivery system according to Claim 19, 
wherein the terminal station is further configured to transmit the identification 
information (Wilson, page 7 [0087] "pop-up window... prompt user to decide... reject it 
(and block the sender's address)") and then delete the file transmitted from the relay 
apparatus. 

Ralston in view of Wilson does not explicitly disclose that the terminal station 
deletes the file transmitted from the relay apparatus. However, Mathur reference 
discloses a system that allows the user to delete web page cookies in order for user to 
preserve privacy (Mathur, column 15 lines 10-13, 15-16). 

It would have been obvious to the person having ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made, to have used Mathur technique of deleting cookies or 
transmitted files in Ralston's and Wilson's terminal station in order to protect privacy of 
the user of the terminal station (Mathur, column 15 lines 15-16). 

As per claim 21, (New) Ralston in view of Wilson discloses the email delivery 
system according to Claim 19, but does not explicitly disclose wherein the relay 
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apparatus is further configured to prohibit the terminal station from storing a locator of 
the file indicative that the file was provided from the relay apparatus. 

However, Mathur reference discloses a system that provides filter that allows 
automatic deletion of web page cookies in order for user to preserve privacy (Mathur, 
column 15, lines 13-20). 

It would have been obvious to the person having ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made, to have used Mathur technique of deleting cookies or 
transmitted files in Ralston's and Wilson's terminal station in order to protect privacy of 
the user of the terminal station (Mathur, column 15 lines 15-16). 

6. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ralston 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6842773) and Wilson (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 
2004/0015554) as applied to claim 13 above, and further in view of Adkins (US 
2004/0243844). 

As per claim 23, (New) Ralston in view of Wilson discloses the email delivery 
system according to Claim 13, wherein the terminal station obtains from a sender of an 
email identification information, the identification information identifying a sender of an 
email the terminal station transmits to the relay apparatus the obtained identification 
information (Ralston, column 3 lines 40-44), the relay apparatus receives the 
identification information (Ralston, column 4 lines 49-61). 

Ralston and Wilson do not teach the system wherein the terminal station 
transmits to the relay apparatus time information indicating a time of obtaining the 
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identification information, the relay apparatus receives the time information transmitted 
from the terminal station, only in the case that difference between the time indicated by 
the received time information and the time of receiving the time information are shorter 
than a prescribed time, the relay apparatus stores the received identification information 
corresponding to the email address of the user of the terminal station. 

However, the Adkins reference teaches an email system with unwanted email 
filter that allows the user to filter the temporary list to include only identification of sender 
of message sent within a specified time wherein the user is able to add a sender's 
identification in that temporary list to the inclusive list (page 4 [0065]-[0067]). 

It would have been obvious to the person of ordinary skill in the art, at the time 
the invention was made, to have included such timing feature as taught by Adkins into 
modified Ralston's email system, in order to automatically limit the number of sender's 
identification to be added to the user's inclusive list. 

7. Claims 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ralston 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6842773) in view of Wilson (U.S. Patent Application Publication 
No. 2004/0015554) and in view of Castell et al. (US 2002/0132607). 

As per claim 25, (New) Ralston discloses a relay apparatus (Ralston, figure 2 
"112"), comprising: 

a first communication unit configured to receive identification information from a 
terminal station over a first communication network, the identification information 
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identifying a sender of an email which a user of the terminal station wishes to receive 
(Ralston, column 3 lines 40-44); 

a storage unit configured to Store the identification information received by the 
first communication unit in association with an email address of the user of the terminal 
station (Ralston, figure 2 "approved list 216"); 

a second communication unit configured to receive emails over a second 
communication network (Ralston, figure 6A "begin receiving mail message from Internet 
604"), 

the processor further configured to forward to the terminal station over the first 
communication network those received emails confirmed to include the identification 
information of the sender stored in association with the email address of the user 
(Ralston, figure 6A "store mail in user's inbox 684"). 

Ralston does not explicitly discloses a processor configured to direct the terminal 
station to transmit a request to register the email address of the user as a recipient 
email address at a transmitting apparatus of the sender identified with the identification 
information; and that the second communication network different from the first 
communication network; 

Wilson teaches an email system with active filter that provides a way to control 
the user's terminal to display a pop-up window to prompt for user's decision whether to 
receive an email from a particular sender or not (Wilson, page 7 [0087]). 

It would have been obvious to the person having ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made, to have modified the Ralston email system to prompt for 
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user's response in deciding whether to receive messages from senders not currently on 
the list, in order to automate the process of entering new sender into a list of allowed or 
blocked senders without extra effort from the user and therefore register that the user's 
email is the recipient of that sender. 

Castell discloses an email message delivering system that filters message 
passing between second communication network and first communication network that 
are different networks (Castell, [0009] and [0030], figure 1 "Internet 10" and "wireless 
network 80"). 

It would have been obvious to the person having ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made, to have extended Ralston in view of Wilson teachings to 
include Castell's explicit disclosure of two different communication networks in order to 
provide email filtering service to mobile device users to prevent damage done by 
unsolicited emails (Castell, [0007]). 

8. Claims 26-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ralston et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6842773) in view of Wilson (U.S. Patent Application 
Publication No. 2004/0015554) and in view of Castell et al. (US 2002/0132607) as 
applied to claim 25 above, and further in view of Druckenmiller et al. (US 6167435). 

As per claim 26, (New) Ralston in view of Wilson in view of Castell, hereinafter 
referred to as modified Ralston discloses the relay apparatus of claim 25, wherein the 
identification information is included in a first file generated with the transmitting 
apparatus and configured to provide a display on the terminal station (Ralston, figure 4). 
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The modified Ralston does not explicitly disclose generating and transmitting a 
request for identifier of the terminal station. 

Druckenmiller discloses such limitation (Druckenmiller, figure 3, column 3 lines 
40-54). 

It would have been obvious to the person having ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made, to have modified the modified Ralston's email system to 
prompt for user's response in deciding whether to register to receive messages from 
senders not currently on the list, in order to allow user to receive bulk emails that maybe 
of interest. 

As per claim 27, (New) The modified Ralston in view of Druckenmiller discloses 
the relay apparatus of claim 26, wherein the identifier of the terminal station is a 
telephone number of the terminal station, and the relay apparatus is further configured 
to identify the email address of the user of the terminal station based on the telephone 
number, and store the identification information in association with the telephone 
number and the email address of the user (Druckenmiller, column 8 lines 49-65). 

As per claim 28, (New) The modified Ralston in view of Druckenmiller discloses 
the relay apparatus of claim 25, wherein the processor is further configured to generate 
and transmit to the terminal station a delivery permission to transmit the request 
(Druckenmiller, figure 3, column 3 lines 40-54), the delivery permission registration 
screen comprising a user selection selectable by the user to initiate generation and 
transmittal to the transmitting apparatus of the request to register the email address of 
the user at the transmitting apparatus (Druckenmiller, figure 3, column 3 lines 40-54). 
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9. Claims 29-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ralston et al. (US 6842773) in view of Druckenmiller et al. (US 61 67435). 

As per claim 29, (New) Ralston discloses a method of selectively delivering 
email messages to a terminal station (Ralston, column 4 lines 27-34), the method 
comprising: 

a relay device communicating with the terminal station over a first communication 
network (Ralston, figure 2 "mail system 112"); 

the relay device also communicating with an information providing server 
over a second communication network (Ralston, figure 2 "Unsolicited Mailer 
104"); 

the relay device receiving from the terminal station identification 
information of the information providing server (Ralston, column 4 lines 66-67 
and column 5 lines 1-3), the identification information obtained by the terminal 
station from the information providing server (Ralston, column 3 lines 40-44); 

the relay device storing the identification information in association with an 
identifier of a user of the terminal station (Ralston, figure 2 "Approved List 216", 
"Block List 244"); 

the relay device receiving over the second communication network an 
email addressed to the user of the terminal station based on registration by the 
terminal station with the information providing server (Ralston, column 10 lines 
37-46); 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/526,1 1 4 Page 1 5 

Art Unit: 2446 

confirming with the relay device that the email includes the identification 
information of the information providing server stored in association with the identifier of 
the user of the terminal station (Ralston, column 9 lines 44-54 "approved list 216"); and 
the relay device, responsive to confirmation, relaying the email to the 

terminal station over the first communication network (Ralston, column 9 lines 

44-54 "stored in the mail account of the user 116"). 

Ralston reference does not explicitly teach step of directing the terminal station to 
register with the information providing server to receive communications from the 
information providing server. 

Druckenmiller discloses such limitation (Druckenmiller column 3 lines 40-54). 

It would have been obvious to the person having ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made, to have modified the Ralston email system to prompt for 
user's response in deciding whether to receive messages from senders not currently on 
the list, in order to automate the process of entering new sender into a list of allowed 
senders by prompting registering of the user's email as recipient of the desired bulk 
email sender. 

As per claim 30, (New) Ralston in view of Druckenmiller discloses the method of 
claim 29, further comprising transmitting a service registration request for receipt by the 
information providing server (Druckenmiller, column 3 lines 7-10), and receiving with the 
terminal station from the information providing server the identification information of the 
information providing server in response to the service registration request 
(Druckenmiller, column 3 lines 37-39, figure 3). 
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As per claim 31, (New) Ralston in view of Druckenmiller discloses the method of 
claim 30, wherein receiving with the terminal station the identification information 
comprises displaying a process instruction screen on the terminal station 
(Druckenmiller, figure 3), and generating and transmitting to the relay device a relay 
registration request that includes the identification information in response to receipt of a 
user selection from the process instruction screen (Ralston, column 10 lines 36-46 "user 
assents to receiving the e-mail broadcast"). 

As per claim 32, (New) Ralston in view of Druckenmiller discloses the method of 
claim 29, wherein the relay device directing the terminal station to register with the 
information providing server comprises the relay device transmitting a file for receipt and 
display by the terminal station, the file comprising a user selection to initiate registration, 
and code responsive to selection by the user of the user selection to generate and 
transmit a registration request to the information providing server (Druckenmiller, figure 
3, column 3 lines 40-54). 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to YOUPAPORN NILANONT whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 270-5655. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday 
and alternate Friday at 8:30 AM - 6 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey C. Pwu can be reached on (571) 272-6798. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Y. N./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2446 



/Jeffrey Pwu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2446 



